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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Extension Service 
Office of Exhibits 


Ac Summary of the Exhibiter « «5 
COW-TESTING LEDGER 
A special scenic exhibdit. showing the: 55. 


value:of cow testing to the dairyman.: ;~ 


SPMCTFICATIONS 6: tam oe 


Sep che seta 1h Ets 
Wallispace.required ----------4+-¢5- 
Shipping weight : sebeters 
Electrical requirements - 


E20 WoLteh.C. “OrgbDeG. current, 
100 watts.needed for lights. 


COW-TESTING LEDGER” 


Howie eons 


On a table in the front of the booth is shown 
a Babcock tester and a small-topped milkpail suspended 
from a milk scale. Back of these is a miniature cow 
barn containing cutout cows. A synbolical represent- 
ation of the value of cow testing is continuously re- 
produced by having each cow come out-of ‘the barn where 
the “light" of cow testing, coming from the milk pail 
and the tester, is thrown on the cows one by one. The 
profitable cows return to the barn while the unprofit- 
able cows are sent away to the butcher. 

On-the left section of the booth, which resen- 
bles a large ledger, is given @m the record of a 
profitable herd. On the right "page" is given the 
record of another herd in the same neighborhood that 
proved to be unprofitable. 

| A full-size cutout of a dairy man is shown work- 
’ Ing on theg e"ledger". 


What It Tells 


The problem of low production is brought out by 
a huge ledger showing the actual records of two herds 
in the same neighborhood the same year. One herd of 
eight cows produced 314 pounds of butterfat per cow, 
showing an average income over cost of feed of $87, or, 
$696 for the herd. The other herd of 14 cows produced 
only 157 pounds of butterfat yearly with an average in- 
come over feed cost: of $25 per cow, or $350 for the 
herd. If all the poor cows in herds like the latter 


were sold, the remainder would bring greater profits 


to the owner. It doesn't pay to keep low producing cows. 


By means of a mechanical device cows are arranged 
to come from the door of the barn where cow testing is 
being conducted, and to pass on, some back to the herd 
and some to the butcher. As the cows pass by one by one, 
light is thrown on them from the- Babcock tester and the 
milk scales. This penetrating Jight- symbolizes, know! 
edge furnished by production records. -If the cow is to 
be condemned she is to be condemned by her ee of pro- 
duction over a long period of time : 

The Babcock test and the otaee doalee! ae substi- 
tuted certainty for guesswork. The ‘cow ‘that Zcoes to the 
butcher goes there not because of her looks or her lack 
of pedigree, but because of her kow production record. 

The cow that goes back into the barn goes there not be- 
cause she is a beauty ih form or color, but because her 
production record is high enough to insure a profit to her 
owner. The cow that -can-pass the close inspection made 
by the brilliant light rays from the milk scales and the 
Babcock tester is worthy of a place in a carefully selected 
herd of dairy cows. | 

This booth shows the great value of testing for 
production. The mechanical contrivance attracts atten- 
tion and teaches a truth. The entire booth ermhasizes 
the great merit of the high producing dairy cow. 
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WHERE TO GH? INFORMATION 


The following publications may be. ‘obtained 
free of charge from the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, Washington, D. SPs 


epee Bulletin cr Cow Testing Associations. 
Misc. Circular No. 26 ---- Cow Tester's Handbook. 


‘US.D.A. Bulletin No. 1069 - - Relation of Production i 


“to: Incorie. 


= Dept Cirmlar N . 235 <= Utility Value of Purebred 


atc “obLivestock.. 
" Yearbook. Separate No. aul -Runts and the Roney. 


